6TH ASIAN

PRINT
AWARDS

Silver Award

YEARS
OF LUXE

v

OCTOBER 2009

Dr Wilson Goh, Managing
Director, GPA Holdings

Buy yourself a whole new lifestyle

The new face of the SSO

A whisky-fuelled adventure
in the highlands

www.thepeakmagazine.com



%
¥
H
§
£ 3
H




PURSUIT

We still meet up once in a while

“FOR THREE YEARS 1 COULDNT TOUCH THE
sttt vio dn ke s VOILIN AND WHEN T FINALLY OPENED UP THE
CASE, IT WAS COVERED IN MOULD.

with a chuckle

Yet. while some

into dentistry as an unfortunate compromise

it turned out to fuel his creative ambitions
n a wildly unexpected and arguably OrGoh and
f s wife Karen
performata
2 concert as part
OF] \ TRACK of the Camerata

Dr Goh m: 1 set back by ensemble.

excelling at his studies and getting a shot at

her dream: to become a doctor. But even

here, fate was not on his side. At the intervie

for admission into medicine at the National

University of Sing; ). he was told that

he would y instead.
This time, it took him the two years of

National Ser

ice that preceded his te

studies 1o accept

1 couldn't afford to go overseas to study

and accey a dentist

oing to

was a painful process,” he reveals. “Dentistry

s always seen as a poor cousin of medicine.”

But even as he accepted the decision, his
As an aspiring violinist in his teens, Dr Wilson Goly's studio was the relatives couldn't understand why a brilliant

student had to end up fixing people’s teeth.

bathroom of the three-room HDB flat which he shared with his p

ed my mother came

after I grad

d said, ‘but you're still a doctor

It wasn't the most ideal breeding ground for someone aspiring to

room doubled up as your right?. Her only consolation was that she

a world-class musician, but when the I

as appreciated could still tell people that 1 was a doctor

bedroo:
In fact, the echo was pretty good,” Dr Goh, the founder and Thankfully, the profesgion's perce

rather dramatically in the past 20

any modicum of priva

on has

recalls with a laugh during an

change

managing director of GPA Hold

rt due

h Th ye o the success and

13, in no small p:
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Today, having built up a highly successful business that encompasses profile of practioners like Dr Goh

both a 60-strong dental practice as well as a music school and chamber Today, the 40-0dd dentistry places at NUS
orchestra, Dr Goh, 42, has far less space issues. egularly attract over 1,000 applicants.

Back th

n. b of his decisions were based on purely th a high-tech, high-profit practice that

monetary considerations. Having shown a natural tafent for music at allows him the time and § | prowess
an early age. he chose the violin over the piano at age 10 simply because to pursue his music, it’s no wonder that some
the tuition fees for violin was cheaper.” His father, a teacher, had to overworked, lesser-paid medical doc

squeeze out every penny” o buy him his first instrument are left wondering why they didn't He adds: “But when I pla ks ‘encouraged his wife Karen, a professional
ith an eye towards going professional, he took lessons for several dentistry instead feeling was fantastic. It is an addiction, I need cellist, to start Singapore's first cello school,
years but stopped when he realised that there was not much he could Dr Goh started GPA Dental in 1995, i ki it ey 04 Tanglewood, in 2000. In 2003, It expanded tc

years of his include a violin and viola department. Since

decision may smack of arrogance, but after working long hours and seeing up to 20 to 25

ut of formal training

His decision in the e

o included piano and

then, t

n patients a day. While fina

two years without proper lessons, a 19-year-old Dr Goh found himse ¢ embrace technolo

practice to proactive!

the final of the 1986 National Music Competition with five others, quickly, the painful sacrifice was not being was partly a way of giving better service o hi orchestral conductin;
But what should have been the springboard of his professional career able to touch his beloved violin for three years. patients, but also as a way to free up time tc He also started a cham up.
didn't win, and I realised at that point that [ was not going to be three years | couldn't touch the violin and GPA was one of the first to use CAD/CAM as international members from Arm

world-class,” he says. As a result of that epiphany he turned his attention when 1 finally opened up the case it was and 3D diagnostics technology, And in 20 ietnam and Bulgaria. Dr Goh's wife a
away from music and focussed on his studies instead. To him, the fact covered in mould.” he says. “It's ironic, because | they acquired the Waterlase MD2, the first in year-old son, Brendan, both play cello in the
that the other five finalists are today professional violinist the first couple of years of your practice you're Singapore 10 offer virtually painless dental ensemble

a member of the famed Tang Quartet and international violinist Kam ipposed to be quite free because you don't atments with the use of fa But perhaps his most significant

ecision not to turn pro. Others may be tempted te a

much business, but 1 was very bus money and time, Dr Goh ontribution to music is his loaning of antique

Ming, vindicates his de
think just the

| Armed w
asite I first started. orously. He instruments — his collection has 40 pieces

pursued his musical interests







